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Week of October 15, 1984 


BLACK JOBLESS RATE FALLS 
DURING MONTH, BLS REPORTS 


WASHINGTUN -- The unemployment rate for black workers was 15.1 percent in 
September ,-down from the 16.0 percent rate of the previous month, the U.S. Department 
of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. 


The jobless rate for black adult men was 13.5 percent in September, compared 
to 14.2 percent the previous month. For adult black women , ao oon was _— 


12.6 percent, compared to 14.1 percent in August. The rate f 
unchanged at 41.7 percent. . te for youth was 


The jobless rate fo blacks was nearly double the 6.4 percent rate for white 
workers. Among white workers, the jobless rate for adult men was 5.6 percent, 
for whtte adult women, 5.8 and for youth, 15.8 percent. 


_ _Overall, the Labor Department reported that employment and unemployment were 
little changed in September. The overall jobless rate was 7.3 mumae t had 
been 7.4 percent in the previous 2 months. The unemployment rate for civilian 
workers was 7.4 percent, compared with 7.5 percent in July and August. 


Civilian emp loyment--as measured by the monthly survey of 
households--totaled 105.2 million in September, seasonally adjusted. The 
number of persons on nonagricultural payrolls--as measured by the monthly 
survey of establishments--totaled 94.7 million. Both employment series 
showed little over-the-month movement but were up about 6 million since the 
November 1982 recession trough. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data 


The unemployment rate for civilian workers was 7-4 percent in 
September, not much different from the 7.5 percent of July and August. The 
number of unemployed persons was unchanged at 8-5 million, 3-4 million 
below the November 1982 recession trough. 


Unemployment rates for adult men (6-5 percent), teenagers (19.3 
percent), whites (6.4 percent), and Hispanics 410.7 percent) showed little, 
if any, change from August. The jobless rate for adult women, however, 
moved down to 6.7 percent, after rising in the prior 2 months. 


The number of short-term (less than 5 weeks) unemployed declined, while 
medium-term (5 to 14 weeks) unemployment rose in September. The mean and 
median duration of unemployment were about unchanged but were down 
substantially over the past year- There was no over-the-month change among, 
workers who had lost their jobs, had left their jobs voluntarily, or were 
entering or reentering the labor force. Job losers accounted for 30 
percent of total unemployment, compared with 62 percent in November 1982. 


~more- 
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Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Civilian employment, at 105.2 million, seasonally adjusted, was little 
changed over the month. Teenage employment rose by 160,000 to 6.4 million, 
after declining in the prior 2 months. Civilian employment has_ risen by 
3-4 million over the past year. The proportion of the civilian population 
with jobs has risen by 1.2 percentage points during this period; among 


adult men, the increase in the employment-population ratio was 1.5 
percentage points. 


At 113.7 million, the civilian labor force was about unchanged over the 
month after seasonal adjustment but has grown by 1.6 million since 
September 1983. This over-the-year increase was essentially the result of 
population growth, as the proportion of the population in the labor force 


(the civilian labor force participation rate) was about unchanged over this 
period. 


Discouraged Workers (Household Survey Data 


The number of discouraged workers--persons who report that they want to 
work but are not seeking jobs because they believe they cannot find 
any--continued to edge down, to a third quarter level of 1-2 million. This 
was about 600,000 below the recessionary high of 1.8 million reached in the 
fourth quarter of 1982. Nearly three-fourths of all discouraged workers 
cited job-market factors as their reason for not looking for employment. 


Industry Payroll Employment (Establishment Survey Data) 


Total nonagricultural payroll employment, at 94./ million in September, 
seasonally adjusted, was about unchanged from the August level. The 
September job count was 3.7 million above its year-earlier level, but the 
pace of growth has slowed in recent months. About 40 percent of the 185 
industries in the BLS index of diffusion registered over-the-month 
gains--the smallest proportion in nearly 2 years. 


Emp loyment in manufacturing dropped by 125,000, the first 
over-the-month decline since late 1982. Among durable goods industries, 
declines were concentrated in metals, machinery, and moto. vehicles. In 
motor vehicles, employment decreased by 35,000, returning to levels 
prevailing earlier in the year. In nondurables, large decreases occurred 
in the food and apparel industries. There were also small declines in 
several other manufacturing industries. The rest of the goods-producing 
sector--mining and construction--showed little change over the month. 


In the service-producing sector, job growth was strong in both 
wholesale and retail trade, with a total gain of 100,000. Employment in 
services grew by 85,000, but more than half of this stemmed from the return 
to work of hospital and nursing home employees following settlement of a 
strike. Employment also rose in local governments. 


-more- 
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Weekly Hours (Establishment Survey Data) 


The average workweek of production or nonsupervisory workers on private 
nonagricultural payrolls and weekly and overtime hours in manufacturing all 
edged up 0.1 hour in September. Manufacturing hours, at 40.5, are quite 
high by historical standards. 


The index of aggregate weekly hours of production or nonsupervisory 
workers on private nonagricultural payrolls rose 0.5 percent in September 
to 113.2 (1977=100). The manufacturing index, however, fell 0.5 percent 
over the month. 


Hourly and Weekly Earnings (Establishment Survey Data 


Average hourly earnings rose 0.7 percent, and weekly earnings were up 
1.0 percent in September, seasonally adjusted. Prior to seasonal 
adjustment, average hourly earnings rose 13 cents to $8.43, and weekly 
earnings increased $4.62 to $299.27. Over the past year, hourly earnings 
have risen 31 cents and weekly earnings $12.63. 


The Hourly Earnings Index (Establishment Survey Data 
The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) was 161.7 (1977=100) in September, 


seasonally adjusted, an increase of 0.7 percent from August. For the 12 
months ended in September, the increase (before seasonal adjustment) was 


3.5 percent. The HEI excludes the effects of two types of changes 
unrelated to underlying wage rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in 
manufacturing and interindustry employment shifts. In dollars of constant 
purchasing power, the HEI decreased 0.3 percent during the 12-month period 
ended in August. 


# ## 
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STATEMENT BY UNDER SECRETARY OF LABOR 
ON THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 


WASHINGTON -- Following is the text of a statement issued by Under Secretary 
of Labor Ford B. Ford on the employment situation? 


The employment and unemployment statistics released for September 
by the Department of Labor confirm the strong economic advances made under 
the Reagan Administration. The overall jobless rate at 7.3 percent; the 
unemployment rate for civilian workers at 7.4 percent; and the high level of 
total employment at 107 million, showed clearly that the economic gains made 
by the Reagan recovery have been sustained. This performance gives further 
evidence that the economy is settling into a sustainable growth pattern. 

We now have an economic profile that will help keep the lid on inflation, 
and protect the purchasing power of the millions of working men and women 
who have gained jobs in the private sector under President Reagan. 


The data released today underscore this year's record employment levels. 
The job count has gone up by over 6 million in the past 22 months, while the 
unemployment rate has plunged by 3-1/2 percentage points. These data add up 


to an economic report card in which the American people can take pride. 


### 








